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THE GERMAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY. 

The fifth annual report of the German Oriental Society is a good 
sign of the times. The German scholarly world, with the aid of the 
government, is branching out into several fields of oriental exploration. 
This is now the most aggressive society in existence, if this report of 
one year's work is to be taken as a criterion. Its funds are contributed 
mainly in large gifts. The emperor is one of the most enthusiastic 
supporters of the Society, his own gift last year amounting to 20,000 
marks. The Prussian government contributed 93,200 marks. Another 
public fund added 20,000 marks. The fees of annual membership, 
and other gifts, brought the total available funds of the last year 
(ending December 31, 1902) up to 251,043.65 marks, or something over 
$60,000. 

The activity of the German Oriental Society during the last year 
extended to Babylonia, Assyria, Egypt, and Palestine. Excavations 
were conducted in Babylonia and Assyria at five different points. The 
most important of these was on the site of old Babylon itself. In the 
five years of continuous work on this site they have uncovered two 
palaces of Nebuchadrezzar and several temples of Babylonian deities. 
They have also cleared the great boulevard of the god Marduk and its 
large double entrance or gate which was dedicated to the goddess Ishtar. 
They completed their excavations of the mounds on the southeast 
portion of the ruins, and brought to light a large quantity of terra- 
cotta ornaments and inscribed clay tablets. 

The second Babylonian site at which excavations were undertaken 
was Borsippa, the sister-city of Babylon located on the right bank of 
the Euphrates. Here they dug about the ruins of the famous temple 
of Ezida, and found a series of living-rooms probably used by the 
priests. These are very like those already found at Kasr in the ruins 
of Babylon. They also cleared a part of the pavement of the boule- 
vard or procession- street of the god Nebo, whose throne was established 
at Borsippa. Among the numerous glazed bricks and inscribed clay 
tablets were found some Hebrew vessels used for enchantments. 

About the middle of the last year another expedition began work 
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in middle Babylonia about three days south of Babylon at two points. 
These two sites, located not far apart, are Fara and Abu Hatab. At 
the latter site work was not much more than begun. But the former 
mound was systematically and carefully excavated, and pierced through 
on several parallel lines, and a couple of cross lines. The remains 
found consisted of unimportant and irregular traces of walls, of the 
drainage system, many graves, great masses of ashes and other remains 
of the work of fire, a quantity of seal-cylinders, terra-cotta ornaments, 
clay vases, and other vessels, stone vessels of various kinds, and several 
hundred clay tablets inscribed with a very ancient Babylonian script. 

The fifth place at which the Germans have prosecuted excavations 
during the last year is KaPat-Schirgat. This is on Assyrian soil, and 
is located south of Mosul on the Tigris river. It was the oldest capital of 
the Assyrian empire, where one would expect to find the remains of 
the great temple of the chief god of Assyria, Ashur. While the 
results reported have not as yet proved of especial interest, it is certain 
that continued work at this point will very greatly enlarge our vision 
of early Assyrian history. 

Palestine has also attracted the attention of the German Oriental 
Society. It has participated in the excavations carried on by the Ger- 
man Palestine Society at Tell el-Mutesellim in the valley of Jezreel. 
In addition to this work a reconnoitering party has spent three months 
in looking over the sites to determine where excavation would be most 
profitable. 

Egypt has also yielded something to German enterprise. The 
Oriental Society has been engaged during the past year at the ruins of 
Abusir in the immediate neighborhood of Cairo. The pyramid of 
King Ne-woser-Re', of about 2500 B. C., has been carefully examined, 
together with remains of adjoining structures. Here were found 
valuable antiquities belonging to all periods of Egyptian antiquity. 
The finest specimen of art uncovered was the head of a lion beautifully 
executed out of basalt, which had served as a fountain at the temple. 
The official tombs that were grouped about the temple were found to 
contain, in addition to many other personages, three princesses, together 
with their attendants, arranged as families. Other valuable antiquities 
from Grecian times were found in the same ruins. Adjacent to this 
pyramid stands that of Nefer-ir-ke-Re'^, which was examined for a few 
days only. 
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